Guidelines for Poster Assembly 
Poster sessions are used in medical, scientific and academic arenas as a means of disseminating information in a brief, visual format.  In other words, an eye-catching “Readers Digest” version of what would normally be pages and pages of a scientific paper.  With this in mind, 

· Be concise; use bullet points, boxes, etc to highlight key points

· Use large enough font size; print should be easily read from a distance of 2 - 3ft

· Use tables, graphs, histograms, photos, color, and any other types of visuals

· Keep it clean—a busy poster is distracting and hard to follow
· Consider symmetry and flow; the display should move logical through the information

· Avoid hand-drawn/handwritten, crayon, glitter, or anything “cutesy”; the poster should look professional
A larger size trifold poster is preferred; you can buy them at many stores (Walmart is cheapest ~$4)
A Title that summarizes your experiment
Name: This can go on the back if you’re short on room.
Introduction:  Give background info on control agents and their MOAs  (mode of action … specifically how the control agent disables / kills bacteria).  Sources you use for researching MOAs could include your textbook, manufacturer website if applicable, and any other appropriate sources.  Your reference section may be applied to the back of the poster if you’re short on space. 
Hypothesis:  Written as an “if . . . . , then” statement (the proposed answer to your experimental question)

Methods and Materials:  Summarize what you used and how you carried out your experiment.  Give enough detail so that someone else can repeat you experiment. This still should not be tons of information, since everyone is doing relatively simple experiments.
Results:  Written and  photos.
Analysis:  This is where you explain what your results mean; do your data support your hypothesis? If so, how?  It’s ok if they don’t; this is part of doing science.  In what way do your data not support your hypothesis?  If you arrived at a different answer than expected, why do you think this occurred? What are the implications of your findings?
Conclusion:  Should be thoughtful, but concise. What question did you set out to answer? Did you answer it? What support do you have for your answer?  What did you learn from the experiment?  What questions were generated as a result of your experiment?  
References: There should be information that you will use in your introduction that requires citation of  references.
Methods & Materials and Results are pretty straight forward; however, Intro requires a bit of research, and Analysis and Conclusion require CRITICAL THINKING (points for these areas are weighted heavier).
