Monsters Inside Me Eukaryotic Parasite Case Studies (Part 1)
Name: __________________________________________

Visit the following links, associated with the television show Monsters Inside Me, and then complete the homework assignment below. Adopt the first three parasites from the Parasite Pet Shop by putting the stages of their life cycle in order. First review the Meet the Parasite link and then watch the video clips. This will help you understand, and correctly complete, the life cycle of each parasite. You can also find these links on the Meet the Microbes: Eukaryotes Lecture Main Page. Ctrl+click to follow the links below.
a. Meet the Rat Lung Worm
Video Clip “Rat Lung Worm”
i. Disease / Medical condition: 
ii. How do humans contract this disease (i.e. how is it transmitted)?
iii. Signs and symptoms of disease:
iv. Describe the course of the disease:
v. Are humans a normal part for the rat lung worm’s life cycle?

vi. How can rat lung worm infections be prevented in humans?
vii. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, fungus, helminth, insect, virus):

viii. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):  
ix. List the order in which you placed the life cycle circles in the Adopt a Pet Parasite game (There is a sentence associated with each of the 4 circles.):

b. Meet the Elephantiasis Parasite 
Video Clip “Parasite Causes Elephantiasis” & “The 40 Year Parasite”
i. What is the name of this infection, which can lead to elephantiasis?

ii. How do humans contract this disease (i.e. how is it transmitted)?
iii. Signs and symptoms of the disease:
iv. Describe the course of the disease:
v. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, fungus, helminth, insect, virus): 
vi. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):
vii. How can this disease be prevented?

viii. List the order in which you placed the life cycle circles in the Adopt a Pet Parasite game (There is a sentence associated with each of the 4 circles.):

c. Meet the Common Botfly 
Video Clip “Maggots In My Head”

i. Signs and symptoms of infection:

ii. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, helminth, fungus, insect, virus): 

iii. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):

iv. How is this parasite transmitted?
v. How can this infection be prevented?

vi. List the order in which you placed the life cycle circles in the Adopt a Pet Parasite game (There is a sentence associated with each of the 4 circles.):

d. Meet the Cat Poop Parasite
Video Clip “Toxoplasma Parasite”

i. Disease / Medical Condition: 
ii. How do humans contract this disease (i.e. how is it transmitted)?
iii. Signs and symptoms of disease:
iv. Describe the course of this disease:
v. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, fungus, helminth, fungus, virus): 

vi. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):
vii. How can this disease be prevented?

e. Meet Cryptosporidium
Video Clips “Cryptosporidium Outbreak” and “The Cryptosporidium Parasite”
i. Disease / Medical Condition: 
ii. How do humans contract this disease (i.e. how is it transmitted)?
iii. Signs and symptoms of disease:
iv. Describe the course of this disease:
v. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, helminth, insect, fungus, virus): 

vi. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):

vii. How can this infection be prevented?
f. Meet The Skin Eating Parasite
Video Clips “Scarring from Sand Fly Bites” and “The Flesh Eating Parasite”

i. Disease / Medical Condition: 
ii. How do humans contract this disease (i.e. how is it transmitted)?
iii. Signs and symptoms of disease:
iv. Describe the course of this disease:

v. Type of parasite (bacteria, protozoan, helminth, insect, fungus, virus): 

vi. Scientific name of parasite (properly formatted):

vii. How can this infection be prevented?

This assignment is from the Virtual Microbiology Classroom (http://www.scienceprofonline.com/virtual-micro-main.html) on the free science education website Science Prof Online (ScienceProfOnline.com). Visit the website to find more science education resources such as lecture PowerPoints, practice test questions, review questions, science photos, videos and assignments.

